NOTES "I KNEW REUBEN FARWELL AS A FIRST-CLASS SOLDIER": AN UNPUBLISHED WHITMAN LETTER
While researching a presentation for The Historical Society of Washington, D.C., on Walt Whitman's hospital service, I came across a previously unpublished letter from Whitman in the pension file of Whitman's soldier-friend and Civil War veteran Reuben Farwell (see back cover).1 Written at the request of Reuben's widow Ann, the 1884 letter is addressed to the Commissioner of Pensions in support of Mrs. Farwell's application for survivor benefits. The letter is written entirely in Whitman's hand, on both sides of a single sheet of unlined white paper, 8 by 10 1 / 2 inches, folded vertically in thirds, and horizontally in half. On one side, in the middle fold, the letter is addressed:
To Reuben Farwell was one of the scores of soldiers whose recuperation was fostered by the "ordinary cheer and magnetism" of Whitman's personality, dispensed as a form of medicine by that unique hospital visitor (MD W, 18).
Indeed, the poet's claim in "The Wound-Dresser," that "Many a soldier's kiss dwells on these bearded lips," was literally true in the case of Farwell. Years after his release from the military hospital, Reuben longingly remembered Whitman's bedside visits: "Walt my dear old Friend = how I would lik [sic]to grasp your hand and give you a kiss as I did in the days of yore, what a satisfaction it would be to me." 7 The hospital in which Farwell was a patient received high marks from Whitman. "The Wards are very comfortable, with new floors and plaster walls, and models of neatness. I am not sure but this is a model hospital, after all, in important respects" (MDW, 38). Armory Square's location on the Mall at 7th Street, S.W. (the current site of the Smithsonian's Air and Space Museum), provided ready access for the wounded arriving from the Potomac River wharves situated a few blocks south. Dr. David Willard Bliss, the hospital's surgeonin-charge, was lauded by Whitman as "one of the best surgeons in the army" (MDW, 50). Like Farwell, Bliss had been a Michigan Volunteer who served originally with that state's 3d Infantry, and later as a surgeon in the U.S. Volunteers. 8 Farwell was released from Armory Square hospital on April 18, 1864. He served the remaining four months of his tour and was mustered out of the 1 st Michigan Cavalry on August 22.
As his military career had been "typical" of a generation of American young men, so Farwell's post-War life followed a familiar path. Returning home to farm, Farwell soon married, and raised a daughter. 9 Like that of so many War veterans, his life was marked by ill health. Farwell's wife recalled that, "Reuben ... served three years in the Civil War came home almost a cripple never able to work I took care of him. We got along as best we could." 10 Sinking spells, bouts of chronic diarrhea, and a debilitating stroke eventually forced Farwell to lease out his 35-acre Nankin, Michigan, farm to tenants and rely on a veteran's disability pension.
As with many of the soldier patients he befriended, Whitman corresponded intermittently with Farwell. A spate of letters between them in 1864 was followed by a ten-year silence. Whitman's preparation in 1875 of his Memoranda During the War apparently caused him to seek out several soldier friends, including Farwell.
II A February 5th postcard from Whitman elicited an immediate response from Farwell on the 11 th: "But you have not forgoten your littel Michigan friend yet-Well i have not forgotten my Hospital Friend yet and I hope that I never will" (Shively, 141) . Whitman returned this heartfelt sympathy: "0 how I should like to see you, every day, dear Mitch-my own dear boy and comrade of the war-the hospital-I have to sit here alone much of the time, and think of those old times" (Corr., 2:328). 
